May Teaching Theme: The Book of Ruth/Pentecost

¥ 8 Speaker: Haining Zhu

B E Topic: “Submit to Holy Spirit and Love One Another.”
£ X Scripture: Act 2:1-4, 1 John 4:1-4

Monthly Theme: This month, we will begin transitioning from Easter Season (Resurrection
Season) to the time of Pentecost on the Church calendar (May 23rd this year). Two weeks ago
was the final Sunday of Easter/Resurrection season, often called “Ascension Sunday,” to
remember the Ascension of Jesus. Pastor Tian examined Acts 1:1-11 last week. This week we
celebrated the important Jewish and Christian holiday of Pentecost. Pentecost in the Hebrew
Bible is called the “Feast of Weeks,” where Israelites from all over would come to Jerusalem to
offer their first fruits to the Lord. When people from all over were in Jerusalem during this holiday
time, God sent the Holy Spirit as prophesied in Joel 2 on “all people.”

F A May: f f]&iZHi Pentecost Season

May 2nd — BR1FEC 4: HHERGZHAYE T E M Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration, Resurrection

May 9th — ZERE[ERERIEE & The Spirit Breaking Barriers [EE#{& Church of All People] ( 1
171& Acts 10)

May 16th — £ 3 FX_Ascension of the Lord (fEfE1T{# Acts 1:1-11, & Psalm 47)

May 23rd — F F] & Pentecost (FIREE Leviticus 23:15-21, #4£1T{& Acts 2) (R A& Pentecost)
May 30th — E 4 Born Again ($J%i%8%& John 3:1-21)

Resources: Acts 1-7 Pentecost (Bible Project) [6:21]

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne & Haining Zhu)

(1) Read Joel 2:28-32 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage?

(2) Read Acts 2:1-13 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage? (Note that Peter quotes our Joel passage
in his sermon following this event [v.16-21])

(3) What vision of the church is painted in both Joel 2 and Acts 2? What are some ways we
can begin to live as a church modeled by this vision?

(4) A crucial part of Joel 2 (and throughout the Bible) is the idea of the “Day of the LORD.”
Re-read Joel 2:30-31. What do you think of when you read these verses? Do you think
these verses fit with the context or not?

(5) What is your experience with Holy Spirit? Do you have the experience of being filled by
Holy Spirit? Do you have experience of Holy Spirit being with you and leading you? Did
you follow the Holy Spirit in the experience you are sharing? {REHEZ R FTHNZLX AT ?
MMAXRSISMNERDT ? BRI ENELATD , RBIRKREMNZERT ?

(6) Share your thoughts on 1 John 4:1-4. Reflect on different spirits of the antichrist that you
can tell. Share your thoughts on why socialism and communism get popular in the young
generation in the US. A8 — B UE1-4TEMENBEBHNRRBEMFLIAMR ? B3 14
FUNERAFENEZENFRARRITEGHLATE?


https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-acts-1/

(7) Share one story that you are loved by others in LCCC. Share one story that you love

others in LCCC. Share one story that you love a neighbor or a stranger. 7 Z— 1" H&E
BRI ZRA AL, 2 F—MRER REFRMWRILE, 2F—MREBSZMAEA
B9 0 E

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q1: “In the new age, all of God’s people will have all they need of God’s Spirit. The old
era was characterized by the Spirit’s selective, limited influence on some individuals: certain
prophets, kings, etc. But through Joel, the people are hearing of a new way of living, in which
everybody can have the Spirit” (Stuart, D.)

The words “prophesy, dreams, and visions” all are ideas of “revelation.” This new age of
the Spirit will come with a greater revelation of who God is and what God is about. (Idea
of “personal relationship with God” could apply to this idea).

V29: “Even slaves will partake, on a par with the free, in the blessing of the Spirit's
outpouring, no societal restrictions being able to limit the power of God to give himself to
his people” (Stuart, D.) [Note: some translations use the word servants, but | (Pastor
Will) and many scholars, believe slaves is a better translation for us to understand the
social dynamics at play in the statement]

V32: To “call on the name of the LORD” includes the ideas of giving exclusive allegiance
to Yahweh (the LORD) and public acknowledgment of one’s faith in potentially hostile
environments.

“In the new age, salvation will not only be available to all who turn in faith to the true
God, but there will be no distinction of spirituality on the basis of age, gender, or social
status. God’s spirit will be available to both young and old, to both male and female, and
to both slave and free. For Christians, the significance of this expectation should be
clear. Those who live in the age of the Spirit cannot expect God to restrict any ministry of
the Spirit from anyone simply because he or she is old or young, male or female, or of
high or low standing socially. Where churches attempt to do this, they risk missing the
fullness of God'’s blessing.” (Stuart, D.) - Key Application

Notes on Q2: In the Acts 2 Pentecost event, we get a taste of the fulfillment of Joel 2, which will
be fully experienced in King Jesus returns, that we (the Church) are now called to live in light of
(again, the way we live the should ‘give people a taste of Heaven on Earth.’)

V3: “tongues of fire” a physical symbol of God’s presence, as we saw in the
temple/tabernacle in the Old Testament. “Other tongues” could also just be simply
translated as “other languages.” In this case, the “other languages” are actual known
languages of the many people visiting Jerusalem during the Pentecost Festival (Feast of
Weeks).

The thesis statement for Acts is found in 1:8 “But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” This reality has begun here in Acts
2, where Jews “from every nation under heaven” are hearing the Good News about King
Jesus. We see this emphasized again in the listing of nations in 2:8-11.



Notes on Q3:

First, we see God breaking social-cultural barriers in the overcoming of the language barrier. We
know (probably better than most) that to speak a language is in many ways to speak a people -
meaning there is a deeper level of intimacy and relationship when the same language is
spoken. This new level of intimacy and belonging is God’s vision of what the Church should
belis called to be/can be/will be. The church is a multi-ethnic community of belonging.
Second, we see, particularly in Joel, the overcoming of social hierarchies. God'’s salvation, the
Spirit, and belonging are available to both young and old, to both male and female, and to both
slave and free. The church is a place of radical equality.

Third, there is a reality here that the people of God are empowered by the Holy Spirit, who
equips them to be on mission in both their social actions and proclamation of the Gospel. The
church (the people of God) must rely upon the Holy Spirit for guidance and
empowerment. This reliance means that the church must be willing to wait patiently in prayer
and boldly act when called to do so.

Notes on Q4: In our society and context, we often read “Day of the LORD” passages negatively,
but for most of Isreal’s history, these were positive passages and a day to look forward to. The
Day of the Lord, in the Scriptures, is an event when God brings judgment on oppressors to
relieve the oppressed. The most well-known story in the Bible that paints this idea is the Exodus
story, where God'’s judgment on Egypt rescues Israel from oppression. Israel celebrated
Passover every year to remember this deliverance. Thus, the “Day of the LORD” was something
to celebrate for Israel until Israel began to resemble their former oppressors. When Israel
started to act like oppressors, the prophet proclaimed the “Day of the LORD” upon them as well.
When we read these passages as modern Christian, they should BOTH cause us to
lament and rejoice (weird, right?). We should lament that there is evil in the world that must be
judged (and we can so easily be complicit with it - that’s sin) and rejoice that one day God will
judge evil once and for all - ridding evil and its effects from His good creation. As the Bible
Project guys put it, the “Day of the LORD is an invitation to resist the culture of Babylon.” (the
ways of the corrupt nations of the world.)

- Video: Day of the Lord [6 mins] **If there is time, the Bible Project Video on the Day of

the Lord is too good not to watch.**

Notes on Q6: John in 1 John 3:24 points to the work of the Holy Spirit as evidence that
someone remains “in God.” Here in 1 John 4, John feels it necessary to address the issue of
“discerning spirits,” as not everything is from God or of God. This logical move suggests that
one of the issues within John’s original readers was professing Christians who claim to have the
Spirit yet speak and act in ways that are not of God. There were professing Christians teaching
falsehoods and appealing to the authority of the Holy Spirit. In the tradition of Johannine
interpretation, the emphasis on “the flesh” has led scholars to understand the nature of that
dispute as involving a form of Gnosticism (those who say the “spiritual is good, but the physical
is bad”). Another option is Docetism, which claimed that Jesus Christ only appeared to be
human. More recently, scholars have rightly moved away from explicitly identifying the nature of
the dispute (and indeed, a few question whether there was a dispute at all). (Jobes, K. H.)


https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/day-of-the-lord/

Concerning “communism & socialism,” as | have said before, entrusting ourselves to or putting
our hope in any human economic or political system is a path to idolatry and disappointment.
The Bible uses “Babylon” as a typology of all oppressive nations throughout time and history.
The nations become like “Babylon” when they exalt their power and economic security as a
false god and then demand allegiance. In Daniel’s day, this was Babylon. In Jesus and John’s
day, the symbol of Babylon was used for the Roman Empire, and so it goes for any nation that
follows in a similar pattern. You can see the typology of Babylon could easily be applied to many
nations today, including both the United States and China on many levels. The pattern is that
humans and their nations become “Babylon” when they don’t acknowledge God as King and his
Kingdom as ultimate. The nations become Babylon when they refuse to act by righteousness
and justice. The promise is that God will one day confront the nations and rescue his world,
establishing his Kingdom in full - our longing for true home fulfilled. The nations and their rulers
will call for us to give our allegiance to them, but we must resist giving our allegiance to the true
King - King Jesus alone.

We are then called in the meantime to live as “exiles” in this world who refuse to entrust
ourselves to political systems and leaders while simultaneously working within them to seek the
welfare of our neighbor, as the prophet Jeremiah says. The “Way of the Exile” seeks the cities
good but is willing to call out the injustice and violence of the nations. Remember, our allegiance
is to the Kingdom of God, and our political-social actions must be motivated and shaped by
loving our neighbor.
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